Master’s Degree Program in Journalism and Communication
（Discipline code in China: 0503）
Ⅰ. OBJECTIVES AND BASIC REQUIREMENTS
Journalism and Communication is a comprehensive discipline which explores the information dissemination and media operation. The journalism focuses on the law of journalism and its interaction with society. The task is to understand the democratic life and democratic institutions in the context of journalism and politics; The direction of communication has a broader extension, examining the human society's information exchange and sharing activities, as well as their interaction with social politics, economy and culture.
This discipline aims to cultivate the all-round and innovative high-level talents. Students are expected to have an all-round development of morality, intelligence, physique and aesthetics, with deep understanding of cultural heritage, good humanistic quality and cross-cultural  communication competence; they are also expected to adapt to the trend of media convergence and technology requirements of new media. and to be proficient in a foreign language, to master the knowledge of literature, history, philosophy and journalism, the research methods of humanities and social  sciences, be able to conduct scientific research, media education, international news communication practice, new media communication practice, media operation and cultural industry management, public  relations and information management in international news media, government publicity agencies, international  communication agencies, cultural communication companies, schools and other fields. The basic requirements are:

1． To develop the spirit of humanities and social sciences, to have a certain interest in academic research, to be realistic and pragmatic, and to be good at comprehensive thinking and logical thinking.

2． To master the basic principles and methods of Marxism, to have good level of competence in politics and policy, to abide by the law, grasp the professional concept of international journalism and communication, and to abide by the professional ethics of journalism.
3． To be proficient in a foreign language, to be able to acquire new knowledge, innovation awareness and lifelong learning, and be able to work independently in international journalism and communication practice. 
4. To master the basic principles of international news and communication, possess the professional knowledge, skills and methods needed for the practice of journalism and communication. To be able to use the knowledge in relevant fields to solve the complicated practical problems in the process of international journalism and communication, and to meet the new requirements of Journalism and Communication imposed by new technological changes.
Ⅱ. DESCIPLINE ORIENTATION

1. 050301 Journalism

2. 050302 Communication

3. 0503Z1 Cross-cultural and International Communication

Ⅲ. CUITIVATION MODES

The students for Journalism and Communication are expected to study full-time, under a credit system. The full-time study period is usually 3 years but the maximum study period cannot exceed 5 years. Graduate students should complete all courses over one and a half year, and accomplish 34 course credits. Students are to complete the thesis research projec in the rest of the period (one year and a half).

The thesis writing is divided into four parts: topic-planning report,  thesis proposal, thesis writing and thesis defense. After passing the previous parts in turn, students can enter the thesis defense part. 

In order to ensure the quality of thesis writing, the Academic Committee is set up to provide evaluation and suggestions on the thesis writing of postgraduates in various aspects, such as topic selection, thesis proposal, first draft, second draft and final draft.

1. Training Program

The master postgraduate students must design a personal training plan based on the training program within 3 months of the student’s graduate career. The training plan should be formulated by the tutor, the tutor panel and the graduate students together. According to the different conditions of the postgraduates, the training plan makes specific arrangements for the compulsory and elective courses, literature reading, topic-selecting report, thesis proposal, mid-term examination, teaching and media practice activities, scientific research and thesis writing, etc. .

2. Literature Research Report

By independently searching and reading the necessary Chinese and foreign literature related to the research direction, students are to explore the research progress and problems of the discipline and the research direction at home and abroad, and to carry on a comprehensive analysis of the literature and complete a research report related to the topic. Before completing the topic-selecting report, the tutor is responsible for grading and writing comments.

3. Topic-selecting and Thesis Proposal
After completing the literature research report, students can start to write the topic-selecting report, make a brief argumentation on the selected research topic, and submit it to the Academic Committee for review. After the topic-selecting report is approved, they can start to prepare the thesis proposal, which is usually completed in the third semester. The thesis proposal should include a literature review, research purpose and significance, main research contents, research methods and technical routes, work characteristics and difficulties, expected results and possible innovations.

The topic-opening report shall be conducted publicly in the scope of the second-level (or first-level) discipline and evaluated by an assessment panel composed of graduate advisers, and submitted to the academic committee of the discipline for review and signature. The seminar should include the participation of relevant teachers and graduate students, and the topic selection of the cross-disciplinary thesis should be evaluated by the instructors of the relevant disciplines. If there is a major change in the topic of the dissertation, the topic-selecting report should be remade so as to ensure the leading edge and innovation of the topic. The thesis proposal adopted by the academic committee of the discipline shall be submitted in written form to the College for examination and approval. Before opening the topic, the graduate students must read the prescribed works and professional literature, and complete the credits. Those who have not gained the credits will not be able to start the thesis proposal.  

4. Mid-term Assessment

The mid-term assessment of graduate students is generally carried out in the fourth semester and organized by the discipline department. In addition, a mid-term examination panel composed of discipline leaders, tutors and experts will conduct a comprehensive assessment of the ideological and moral character, literature report, topic-opening report, academic achievement, scientific research ability and health status of the postgraduates. After assessments are kept on file and approved by the  discipline department, and are reported to the Postgraduate Office after the audit record, those who pass the assessment can move on to write the thesis; those who have outstanding academic performance and scientific reresearch ability will rewarded; those unqualified shall be reported to the Postgraduate Office for further decision in accordance with the Management Regulations on Registration.

5. Scientific Research and Academic Activities

In order to broaden the academic vision of postgraduate students and help them explore the frontier and development of the discipline, the discipline department will offer high-level academic reports and lectures on the frontier of the discipline for postgraduate students, and set up literature reading courses. Each graduate student is required to attend the academic report for 10 times at least, to deliver at least one academic report and to write at least two professional literature reading reports. Only when these requirements are met can the corresponding credits be obtained.

6. Practical Activities 

Practical activities include teaching practice, scientific research practice and social practice. The practice activity is an important link in the process of postgraduate cultivation, and the form of practice activity  can be determined by different directions according to the characteristics of the discipline. At the end of the practical activities, the tutor will give the relevant evaluation, and the corresponding credits will be obtained after the evaluation is qualified. 

7.The defense of thesis and the conferment of degree shall be  carried out in accordance with the relevant regulations of the State and the university.

8. Cultivation Methods

By combining the supervisor's responsibility with the collective cultivation of the Supervisor Group, the Supervisor Group should discuss and take the corresponding responsibility for the important stages of the postgraduate education, such as the comprehensive examination, the selection of the thesis topic and the examination of the thesis work.

Tutors should teach students in accordance with their aptitude, impart knowledge and make strict requirements, pay attention to the development of postgraduate students, regularly understand their thoughts, study and scientific research progress, and give them timely guidance and assistance.

Ⅳ. CURRICULUM

According to the nature of the subject, the scope of research and the training goal, and considering the different characteristics of each direction, the curriculum of the subject integrates the knowledge of the multidisciplinary fields such as journalism and communication, linguistics, political science, applied sociology, management, etc.. The main courses include:

1. Common courses: Ideological and Political Theory, Foreign language

2. Degree courses: Research Methods and Essay Writing of Journalism and Communication, Journalism & Communication Theories, International Communication

3. Elective Courses

Professional Orientation Courses:

(1) Journalism: History of Journalism and Communication, All Media Practice
(2) Communication: Strategic Communication Research, Digital Marketing and International Brand Communication

(3) Cross-Cultural and International Communication: Study on Cross-cultural Communication, Research on Cultural Communication

 Cross-discipline elective courses: Visual Communication of New Media, Audience Research, Chinese and Foreign Cultural Exchanges and Communication, Laws and Ethics of Chinese and Foreign News Communication, Studies on new media & society, New Media Communication, Media Management, Monographic Study on Cultural and Creative Industry, International Relations and Global Governance, Network Public Opinion, International News Report.

Cutting-edge Lectures: The Development of Media Industry，The Forefront of Journalism and Communication. They are  limited required courses and divided into two semesters.

4. Social Practice and Scientific Research Training:

(1) To participate in media practice or teaching practice: postgraduate students are required to have more than 2 months of media practice experience and publish relevant news reports; or participate in teaching practice and undertake more than 12 hours of teaching workload.

(2) To participate in scientific research projects: postgraduate students must participate in the research, analysis and writing of the tutor's research projects.

(3) To write an academic paper: every graduate student is required to write and publish at least one academic paper during the student’s graduate career. Students must complete 34 credits before they graduate. 
The course structures are as follows:

	Course Category
	Course Name (Chinese)
	Course Name (English) 
	Hour
	Credit
	Semester
	Teacher
	Assessment

	Public Degree Courses
	政治理论课
	Political Theory
	54
	3
	1
	School arrangement
	Examination

	
	外语
	Foreign Language
	72
	4
	1
	School arrangement
	Examination

	
	新闻传播学研究方法
	Social Science Research Methods
	36
	2
	1
	Hou Yingzhong

Liu Chao
	Research assignment

	
	论文写作与学术规范
	Essay Writing and Academic Norms
	36
	2
	2
	Hou Yingzhong
	Research assignment

	
	新闻传播理论
	Journalism& Communication Theories
	36
	2
	1
	Zhu Ying

Yang Kai
	Research assignment

	
	国际传播
	International Communication
	36
	2
	2
	Yang Kai

Du Huizhen
	Research assignment

	Degree Courses

(Journalism)
	中外新闻传播史*
	History of Journalism and Communication
	36
	2
	2
	Wang Hai

Yang Kai
	Examination or Research assignment

	
	融合新闻实务*
	All Media Practice
	36
	2
	2
	Lu Fumin

Foreign Teacher
	Research assignment

	
	新闻传播政策、法规与伦理*
	Regulations and Ethics of Journalism& Communication
	36
	2
	2
	Zhu Ying

Tang Jiamei
	Research assignment

	Degree Courses

(Communication)
	战略传播*
	Strategic Communication Research
	36
	2
	2
	Yang Kui

Qiao Fei
	Research assignment

	
	媒介经营与管理*
	Media  Operation and Management
	36
	2
	2
	Liu Chao

Liu Guiping
	Research assignment

	
	数字营销与国际品牌传播*
	Digital Marketing and International Brand Communication
	36
	2
	2
	Liu Chao

Gong Wanqi
	Research assignment

	Degree Courses

(Cross-Cultural and International Communication)
	跨文化传播研究*
	Cross-cultural Communication
	36
	2
	2
	Foreign Teacher
	Research assignment

	
	文化传播学研究*
	Research on Cultural Communication
	36
	2
	3
	Jiang Xi

Cao Yan
	Research assignment

	
	国际关系与全球治理*
	International Relations and Global Governance
	36
	2
	2
	Hu Wentao

Expert Team
	Research assignment

	Elective Degree  Courses


	新媒体视觉传播
	Visual Communication of New Media
	36
	2
	1
	He Gang

Wu Muqing
	Examination or Research assignment

	
	新媒体与社会研究
	New media & society
	36
	2
	2
	Yang Kui
	Research assignment

	
	受众研究
	Audience Research
	36
	2
	2
	Huang Wensen
	Research assignment

	
	中外文化交流与传播
	Cross Cultural Exchanges and Communication
	36
	2
	2
	Quan Yan

Expert Team
	Research assignment

	
	媒介文化研究
	Media Culture
	36
	2
	3
	Foreign Teacher
	Examination or Research assignment

	
	舆论学
	Public Opinion


	36
	2
	2
	Luo Kunjin
	Research assignment

	
	媒介与大众文化
	Media and Popular Culture
	36
	2
	3
	Wang Hai

Li Shufang
	Examination or Research assignment

	
	国际新闻报道
	International News Writing
	36
	2
	2
	The Team of Journalists Stationed abroad
	Research assignment

	
	新媒体与消费者行为研究
	Consumer behavior in new media environment
	36
	2
	3
	Cai Weiping

Gong Wanqi
	Research assignment

	Specialized
Practice
	专业实践
	Speciality Practice
	Three months
	2
	4
	
	Research assignment

	Cutting-edge Lectures
	马克思主义新闻观大讲堂
	Lectures on Marxist views of Journalism 
	36
	2
	1
	Professional Teachers Employed from Outside
	Examination or Research assignment

	
	新闻与传播学术前沿
	The Forefront of Journalism and Communication
	18
	1
	2
	Professional Teachers Employed from Outside
	Examination or Research assignment


The courses marked with an asterisk are subject-oriented courses, which belong to the prescriptive elective course.

Cutting-edge Lectures are prescriptive elective courses.

Ⅴ. Basic requirements for dissertations

1. The topic of the dissertation should be checked, and the relevant research and literature should be retrieved, and summarized. Postgraduate students need to write the thesis proposal, and the expert argumentation should be carried out. The expert group shall be composed of academics and practitioners from the industry. Those who fail to pass the thesis proposal will need to reopen the topic, and those who change the selected topic also need to reopen the topic.

2. The dissertation should be completed independently under the guidance of a supervisor. The master's degree dissertation must be systematic, complete and creative. Postgraduate students must complete an academic dissertation of at least 25,000 words.
3. The master's degree dissertation should include the following parts: Chinese and English title, Chinese and English abstract and key words, integrity statement, catalogue, basis and significance of the research, literature review at home and abroad, body part, notes, conclusions, references, necessary appendices (digital  proof, original data,  publication of papers, etc.),  author's acknowledgement,  original  statement  and description for authorized  use. The specific writing requirements of the dissertation shall be met in accordance with The Postgraduate Degree Thesis Format Specification of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies. 
4. The dissertation should have some deep and valuable opinions on the basis of mastering the relevant research achievements and original materials. The paper must possess a certain innovation, or through the scientific demonstration to obtain the new understanding or the new conclusion, or the analysis angle and the research method can have the enlightenment to this profession.

5. To strictly abide by the academic norms, to select the topic and data norms, citation and annotation norms, the results of the presentation norms, academic criticism norms, academic evaluation norms.

6. When the dissertation is deemed to be academically equivalent to the application for a degree by the reviewers, and the college shall organize the defense committee when it can be submitted to the defense. The requirements and procedures for the dissertation defense shall be carried out in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Guangdong University of Foreign Studies.

Ⅵ. Must-read References

	No.
	Title
	Author
	Publisher
	Publication Date

	1
	Four Theories of the Press
	[USA]Fred S.Siebert,Theodore Peterson,Wilbur Schramm,
	China Renmin University Press
	2008


	2
	A Free and Responsible Press
	[USA] The Commission on Freedom of the Press
	China Renmin University Press
	2004

	3
	Public Opinion
	[USA]Walter Lippmann
	Shanghai People’s Publishing House
	2006

	4
	Audience Analysis
	[USA]Denis McQuail
	China Renmin University Press
	2006

	5
	The Structure and Function of Communication in Society
	[USA] Harold Lasswell
	Communication University of China Press
	2013

	6
	Strukturwandel der Öffentlich keit
	[Germany]Habermas
	Xuelin Verlag
	1999

	7
	News as Discourse
	[Netherlands] van Dij
	Huaxia Press
	2003

	8
	The Culture of News
	[UK]Stuart Allan
	Peking University Press
	2008

	9
	The Sociology of News
	[USA]Michael Schudson，
	Huaxia Press
	2010


	10
	Making News
	Gaye Tuchman
	Huaxia Press
	2008

	11
	Communications Models for the Study of Mass Communications
	[UK] McQuail,Windahl
	Shanghai Translation Publishing House
	1997

	12
	Mass Media and Society
	[UK]Curran
	Huaxia Press
	2007

	13
	The Bias of Communication
	[Canada]Innis
	China Renmin University Press
	2003

	14
	Speaking into the air
	[USA]John Durham Peters
	Huaxia Press
	2003

	15
	The Export of Meaning
	[UK]Tamar Liebes、[USA]Elihu Katz
	Huaxia Press
	2003

	16
	Milestones in Mass Communication Research
	[USA] Lowery,DeFleur
	China Renmin University Press
	2009

	17
	Where Old and New Media Collide
	Henry Jenkins
	The Commercial Press
	2012

	18
	International Communication：History,Conflict and Control of the Global Metropolis
	[USA] Robert S.Fortner


	Huaxia Press
	2000

	19
	Agents Of Power——The Role of the News Media in Human Affairs
	[USA] Herbert Altschull


	Huaxia Press
	1989

	20
	Communication As Culture
	[USA] James W. Carey
	Huaxia Press
	2005

	21
	Media and Power
	[USA] James Curran
	Tsinghua University Press
	2006

	22
	Mediated Politics:Communication in the Future of Democracy
	[USA] Lance Bennett, Robert M.Entman
	Tsinghua University Press
	2011

	23
	Communication Between Culture
	[USA]Larry A. Samovar,Richard E.Porter
	China Renmin University Press
	2013

	24
	A History of Communication Study:A Biographical Approach
	[USA] Rogers,E.M
	Shanghai Translation Publishing House
	2012

	25
	Media Convergence:The three degrees of network,mass,and interpersonal communication
	[USA]Klaus Bruhn Jensen
	Fudan University Press
	2012


